
NEBRASKA WATER INDUSTRIES 

CONVENTION AND TRADE SHOW 

February 9-12, 2026 

Younes Convention Center North— Kearney, Nebraska 

MONDAY 

February 

09

Bronze 2 Bronze 4 Bronze 3 Bronze 1 

10 a.m. NOWWA Board 
Meeting   Noon 

1:00 p.m. 

Well Drillers License 

Board Meeting   

      Well Drillers 
License Board 

Meeting 

Water Well     
Standards Licensing 

Exams 

1:30 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

Jason Orton
Cross-Out



TUESDAY 

FEBRUARY 

10

TRACK I 

Gold 11 & 12 

(Water Well CEUs) 

1 Hour each Class 

TRACK II 

Gold 10 

(Onsite PDHs) 

Awaiting on Approval 

TRACK III 
Gold 5 & 6 

(Water Well CEUs  
& Onsite PDHs) 

1 Hour each Class approved 
for CEUs.  Awaiting 
Approval  for PDH 

8:00 a.m. REGISTRATION  (REGISTRATION 1) 

9:00 a.m. 

Well Registrations– Mike 

Thompson, NDNR   
The Life Cycle of OWTS and What 

You Need to Know as a 

Professional– Kim Seipp, High 

Plains Sanitation Services  

DWEE Department Report– Matt 

Manning, Chief Water Officer 

DWEE 

10:00 a.m. BREAK  (Pre-Function) 

10:30 a.m. 

Lights, Cameras, ACTION!- 

Tom Christopherson, 
Groundwater Solutions Group 
and John Robbins, Well Camera 
Company, Inc 

Homeowner Education– How We 
Can Help Them Help Themselves 
With Their OWTS-Kim Seipp, 
Hight Plains Sanitation Services 

2023 and 2026 Code Updates 

Including Statutory Requirements 

for the Industry– Craig Thelen, 

Nebraska Electrical Board 

11:30 a.m. 

“Know Your Cost”- How to Run a 

Profitable Water Wlll Drilling 

Business–  

Charles “Buddy” Sebastian, 

Sebastian & Sons Well Drilling 

Inc. 

America’s Disposal Crisis: Current 

Impact and Future Outlook– 

Jason Birdsong, JT Services 

-This class is cancelled 
Realtor Education– Becky 

Schuerman, UNL 

Extension- 

12:30 p.m. LUNCH (Ticket Required) — Gold 7,8,9 

1:30 p.m. 

“Know Your Well: An Innovative 

Youth-led Participatory Science 

Program for Nebraska’s 

Groundwater”- Daniel Snow, 

PhD and Sara Brock-Contras, 

PhD, University of Nebraska 

The Path to having Your Own 

Septage Treatment Facility– A. 

Thomas Ferrero, Jr., Elkhart 

Environmental Processing Corp 

DOT Rules and Regulations– Kevin 

Chase, Director of Safety & 

Training Services  

2:30 p.m. 

AI and Water Opportunities, 

Risks, and Realities for 

Nebraska’s Future–  

Kristin Malek, PhD, University of 

Nebraska 

We Do it In The Dirt ...Or Is It 

Soil?- Dana Peterson, Frontwater 

Engineering 

Annual Presentation by Well 

Drillers and Waster Water 

Department Representatives– 

David Miesbach, DWEE, Well 

Drillers Program and Suzanne 

Polzkill, DWEE, Wastewater 

Program 

3:30 p.m. BREAK  (Pre-Function) 

4:00 p.m. 

Common Issues Found During 

Inspections– Dan Egeland, Tim 

Sizer, and Bill Allen, NDEE Water 

Well Standards Inspection Team 

Importance of OWTS Inspection– 

Sim Sepp, High Plains Sanitations 

Services 

Water Quality and Quantity from 

an NRD Perspective– Russ Callan, 

Lower Loup Natural Resources 

District 

5:00 p.m. ADJOURN  - NO ORGANIZED SOCIAL EVENT 



WEDNESDAY 

FEBRUARY 
11

TRACK I 

Gold 11-12 

(Water Well CEUs) 

1 Hour each Class 

TRACK II 

Gold 10 

(Onsite PDHs) 

Awaiting Approval 

TRACK III 
Gold 5 & 6 

(Water Well CEUs  
& Onsite PDHs) 

1 Hour each Class approved 
for CEUs.  Awaiting Approval 

for PDH 

8:00 a.m. 

Turbine Pumps Part 1–  

Chris Lula, Mid-American Pump 

High Strength/ Commercial 

Wastewater Characteristics– 

Daniel Westrich, Biomicrobics 

Diggers Hotline Update Part 1– Jill 

Geyer, Nebraska811 Outreach and 

Education Coordinator  

9:00 a.m. 

Turbine Pumps Part 2–  

Chris Lula, Mid-American Pump 

Pump Sizing & Troubleshooting

– Daniel Buttermore, Mack

McClain & Associates, Inc.

Diggers Hotline Update Part 2– Jill 

Geyer, Nebraska811 Outreach and 

Education Coordinator  

10.00 a.m. 

OPENING OF EXHIBIT HALL  

WELCOME BY ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS 

SILVER BALLROOM 

12:00 p.m. LUNCH (Ticket Required) — GOLD 7,8,9 

1:00 p.m. NWDA ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING  —  Bronze  3 

EXHIBIT HALL CONTINUES 

CLOSES AT 4:00 P.M. 

SILVER BALLROOM 

1:30 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

Underground Utility Installation 

Equipment Overview–  

Jon Maguire, Jacob Staab and 

Russ Hurd, Vermeer Hight Plains 

Thermoplastic Tank Installation 

Rick Kirkpatrick and Curtis 

Clucky, Infiltrator 

Association Membership, Why 

You Should Become a Member– 

Tom Christopherson, NWDA 

Board, Brad Groothuis, NOWWA 

Board, Charles “Buddy” Sebastian, 

NGWA Board  

5:00 p.m. WORKSHOPS CONCLUDE 

5:00 p.m. SOCIAL HOUR  In Exhibit Hall (Silver Ballroom) 



THURSDAY 

FEBRUARY 

12

TRACK I 

Gold 11-12 

(Water Well CEUs) 

1 Hour each Class 

TRACK II 

Gold 10 

(Onsite PDHs) 

Awaiting Approval 

TRACK III 
Gold 5 & 6 

(Water Well CEUs  
& Onsite PDHs) 

1 Hour each Class 
approved for CEUs.  

Awaiting Approval  for 
PDH 

7:00 a.m. NWDA Executive Board Meeting  — BRONZE 2 

8:00 a.m. 

The Operational Advantages of 

the Latest Flow Check Valves– 

Steve Anderson, Merrill Mfg.  

Association Where To Go From 

Here– NOWWA Board of Directors 

and others 

Project Planning when Well and 

Septic are Needed– Bryce 

Anderson, AWS Well Company 

9:00 a.m. 

Lobby Report and What to 
Expect for the Rest of the 
Legislative Session– Russ 
Westerhold– Edwards 
Westerhold Moore 

Continued E-Rise: Nitrogen in Water,

Agriculture, Technology, and

Environmental Research

Accelerator– Dr Karina,

Schoengold, NWC Associate

Director

EXHIBIT HALL  OPENS 

SILVER BALLROOM 
9:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. EXHIBIT HALL CLOSES 

12:00 p.m. LUNCH (Ticket Required) — GOLD 7,8,9 

12:30 p.m. NOWWA ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING  Bronze 3 

2:00 p.m. 

What Can a Consultant Do For 
You– Thom Christopherson, 
Groundwater Solutions Group 

Continued Project Development when 

Well and Septic are needed 

from the Regulatory Side– Steve 

Goens– Nebraska Department 

of Water, Energy, and 

Environment 

3:00 p.m. WORKSHOPS CONCLUDE 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

All our Exhibitors, Speakers, the Younes Hospitality  Staff, and especially to you for 

helping to make this another successful convention!  


